Oswald Wilson
“Two Shevington Brothers in the War” from the Wigan Observer, 14th December 1918.
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“Mr Christopher Wilson, of Brook Side, Shevington Moor, near Wigan, has received news that his son, Oswald Wilson, has died in Rouen Hospital of wounds received in action in France, and was buried by the Roman Catholic Padre in the cemetery close by on 30th November. The deceased, who was 20 years old, joined up as recently as July this year, and was dispatched hurriedly to France with the 4th Liverpool Regt. He only received his wounds two days before hostilities ended. His brother, Bombardier Albert Wilson, who joined the R.F.A. at the beginning of the war, volunteered for active service and was in the retreat from Cambrai last March. Then came Marshal Foch’s grand offensive. He has been all along with Rawlinson’s 4th Army, and has been following the footsteps of retreating Huns towards the Rhine. He is in good spirits and has never had a scratch nor a day’s sickness during the campaign.”
Oswald was only in the army for five months but died. His brother Albert served throughout the war and came away without a scratch. Albert died at Cat i’th’Window cottage on Almond Brook Road.
A relative of Oswald (a niece, who remembers Albert) says that he joined up with great enthusiasm. Given that the horrors of the trenches must have been well-known in Britain by this time, it is interesting that young men were still so anxious to join the colours.

Oswald’s family
In the 1901 census, Christopher and Theresa Wilson, the parents, were living at 21, Almond Brook Road. There is still a house of that number. Oswald was one of three children.
Ten years later there were six children, but the little girl, Ann, named on the 1901 census may well have died. Christopher, the father, was a fireman, underground, and the elder brother, Albert, who survived the war, was a haulage hand, underground. Oswald was 13 and, presumably, still at school.
When Oswald died, the family’s address was given as Brook Side, 60, Shevington Moor, which must have been close to the previous address.

There was an interesting article on The Reporter of 29th November, 2007. Oswald Wilson’s wooden battlefield cross was found in a shop in Todmorden, Lancashire, as a result of a house clearance. This grave marker would have been on Oswald’s grave before it was replaced a few years later with the normal headstone.
As a result of the article, Oswald’s nephew, who lives in Yorkshire, got in touch with the man who found the cross, and so it was returned to Oswald’s family.

When the standard stone was placed on Oswald’s grave, the cross was returned to his family; Oswald’s niece remembers seeing it on the wall of her grandmother’s house.

Then the cross was lost for some years as a result of the death of the grandmother and the house clearance that followed. Eventually it turned up in Todmorden.
Oswald’s cross and grave
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Oswald died in Rouen Hospital, and this cross was placed on his grave. There are three metal tags.

The top one says: CRU (central records unit??)
The middle one says:
109279 Pte O WILSON
4TH K.LIVERPOOLS
DIED OF WOUNDS 29TH NOV 1918

The bottom one says:
10193
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Some years ago surviving members of Oswald’s family went to visit his graver near Rouen – the first family members ever to do so.
The inscription says:

109279 PRIVATE
OSWALD WILSON
THE KING’S LIVERPOOL REGT
29TH NOVEMBER 1918

The dedication at the bottom, chosen by the family, says:

WE HAVE LOVED HIM IN LIFE.
LET US NOT FORGET HIM
HEREAFTER

What happened to Oswald?

Oswald died in the same action that cost the life of the poet Wilfred Owen.
“The battle at the Oise-Sambre Canal was the last major battle of the First World War. The German armies were retreating but the canal was a good defensive position for them and a formidable obstacle for the allied forces. The 2nd battalion of the Lancashire Fusiliers and soldiers of the Manchester and Sussex regimens attempted to cross the canal using bridges, boats and rafts. Just before dawn on Monday, 4th November, British infantry advance through dense mist across difficult country behind a stupendous supporting bombardment.
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Fourth Army formations, on the right, faced the great obstacle of the Sambre Canal, and early assaults met the most violent resistance. Heavy casualties were taken in 1st Division’s attack on Lock No. 1, and immediately to the left the 32nd Division was rebuffed near Ors. Only the exceptional gallantry of infantry, sappers and pioneers ensured the establishment of vital bridgeheads; meanwhile the 25th Division made good progress to Landrecies.” – from an Internet source.
Wilfred Owen died here and Oswald Wilson was wounded.

Sambre canal
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